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HERE is one more now added to 
this Noble Lift, and to the Spirits of 
4 Men made perfect Tho' eAbra- 
Iſaac mh Jacob, and the other 
Hero? s of Faith and K mention di in this 
Chapter, were the firſt Vominees of the Pro- 
miſes; and the Renown of their Names will 


be tranſmitted to the End of the World, for 
Wonders wrought in their Lives, and ſome pecu- 
lar Eminence of Faith in their Death; yet theſe 


Words may be an Inſcription upon the Tombs 
of all 1 Theſe al died in Faith. Great 
and Good as they were, they muſt die: Even 
They muſt not, and They of all Men would not 
live always. Holineſs is no Acquittance from 
the Grave, tho' it be a Protection from Hell. 
The ert Man that died was the beſt Man 
then upon Earth, righteous eAbel. Enoch and 
Elijab look upon their own Tranſlation as a 
$ Singularity ; by Faith Enoch was tranſlated 
that he ſhould not 2 Death, that was his Di- 
ſtinction from other Believers; ; as Dying in 
the Faith, diſtinguiſhes the Believer from other 
Men. As 'tis faid all 18 this * 2 
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Faith one did This great thing, and another 


Thar; tis true of all, that, as they had lived 


and acted, ſo at laſt they died in Faith. This 


is the Believers Privilege and Comfort, their 


Character and Bleſſing. 1 
In ſpeaking to which I ſhall ſhow, 


I. The Senſe and Meaning of this Dying in 
Faith, and what it implies. 1 
II. I ſhall recommend the Bleſſing, and en- 
force the Duty of Dying in Faith, from 
ſuitable Conſiderations. „ 


I. The Senſe and Meaning of this Dying in 
Faith, and what it implies. "7 


6. 1. It ſignifies, Their Perſeverance unto \ 


Death, in the Faith by which they lived. 


This Senſe naturally riſes out of the Words. 
When we fay, ſuch a Souldier died in Arms, 
the firſt Thought is, that he continued a Soul- 


_ dier till his Death. Theſe all died in Faith, 


i. e. by Faith theſe Worthies left their own 
Country, travelPd into ſtrange Lands, went 


out, not knowing where they went, pitch'd their 


ces, and for ſome time, but they went on do- 


Tents, and ftruck them, enjoy'd Proſperity 
with Moderation, ſuffer'd Adverſity with Pa- 
tience, perform'd Duty, . bore Burdens, reſiſt- 
ed Temptations, deny'd themſelves, conquer'd 
this World; and this not only in a few Inſtan- 
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only profeſſed the Faith as Demas, and the 
Hearers of the ſtony Ground, who received 
the Word with Joy only for a while; not on- 
ly were baptiz'd into the Faith, as Simon Ma- 


us; but they died in the Faith in which they 
ived : They did not draw back unto Perdit ion, 


but went an to believe to the ſaving of the Soul. 
Q. 2. It is to die in a State of Faith. 
Every Man dies in the State that Death finds 


him in. No Man can die in the Faith he has 


not. Every one muſt die what he is : He 
may live what he is not, and make a fair Shey 
in the Fleſh of what he has no real Experience 
of; but he can't die otherwiſe, or another ſort 
of Perſon, than he is when he dies. The Be- 
lever dies a Believer, the Man that is in the 
Faith dies in the Faith; the Man that is with- 
out Faith and Holineſs, dies without them. 
Men do generally appear to be what they 
really are, at a Dying Time; but whether the 
Mask drop off or no, *tis the Perſon under it 
that dies what he is, whatever he may appear 
to us to be. 


To be in a State of Faith, is that Condition 


we call Habitual Preparation. Faith in Chriſt's 
Perſon and Doctrine, Repentance of Sin; and 
the other Graces of the Spirit, haye given _ 

ME ry FEY ſuch 


ing fo to the End, They went out of this 
World in the ſame Faith as enabled them ſa 


bravely to go through it, through all its Difi- 
culties, Diſcouragements and Dangers. Not 


a . 


wow. ty 


- 
6 rr 


N + to 2 F X ö 
= — a 3 > 4 ; . * — 
1 — . W\ 5 


— 
* "D - my 


ſuch a divine Temper, ſuch a Likeneſs to God, 
ſuch an Habit of Love, Joy, Fear, Delight, 
that let him die when he will he is ſafe, whats 
ever become of his Comfort. Of our Comfort 
we. may accidentally be depriy'd by a many 
things that may hinder the actual Exerciſe of 


| Faith in Death, ſuch as the Remembrance of 


ſome particular ha inous Tranſgreſſion; the 
Weight and Impreſſion with which the 
Thoughts of God and Eternity may come in 
upon the Mind, and of our immediate Appea- 
rance at his Bar; the Importance of dying in- 
to ſuch a Preſence, and into a State for ever 
#nchangeable; the Challenges of our Conſcien- 
ces, about our Sincerity, upon the Account of 
the Unevenneſs of our Walk, and the Mix- 
tures of Corruption; ſome ſtaggering Diſpen- 
tions of Providence , the natural Fears of 
Death which no Degrees of Grace pretend in- 
tirely to remove, the Violence of Diſtemper, 
the Diſorders of the Brain and Body thereup- 
on, and Satan ſometime ſetting in with all 
theſe againſt us, and improving them to our 
further Diſcompoſure, any of theſe, and much 
mare if all theſe come together, are able to 
give ſuch a ſhock to the Mind of a Chriſtian, 
as ſhall diſable him from the actual Exerciſe of 
Faith, and keep the Soul in too continual an 
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Alarm to die in the Comfort that belongs to 
the State he dies in. However, he dies in the 
State and Habit of Faith, Holineſs and Gobd- 
neſs, altho' he may not be able to die in the 
actual Exerciſe of that Faith, nor it may be 
ſometimes, of Reaſon it ſelf. e n, 
. 3. It may further ſignify dy ing in a Mannor 
becoming Faith, and ſuitable to it, or according 
to Faith. . „gn 18 
The Particle here render'd In Faith, does as 
well ſignify after, or according to Faith, * (ie.) 
in a Manner ſuitable to it, ſuitable to that Pa- 
tience which Faith is the Support of; accord 
ing to ſuch Conſolations as Faith adminiſters, 
and in a Manner agreeable to that Fortitude 
and Reſolution which Faith is | ſometimes 
known to inſpire : when. our Frame of Mind, 
our Speech and Behaviour, in a dying Time, 
is ſuch as Honours God, Credits Religion, E- 
difies Beholders, and Encourages them to die 
after us, when it comes to their Turn. 
Religion ſhines out in its peculiar Glory, 
when we ſee a Believer die like himſelf; when 
the Pain, Anguiſh, and Sickneſs, of a lingring 
Death, can't ſubdue his Patience: When the 
Faith of unſeen Things fills him with all Foy 
and Peace in Believing, and ſometimes with . 
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* Rom, 4. 8. Who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spi- 
nit, x] ozexa, compar d with Ver. 8, So then they that are in 
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the F leſh (e gag) cannot pleaſe God. 
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Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, when the nea- 
rer Approach of 3 that have always 
y the Encreaſe of 
their attractive Power, in the ſame Proportion 


had his Heart is perceiv'd, 
as Senſes and Life retire : When they can ſpurn 


this World, from which they rife, with the + 


utmoſt Contempt; and what remaining Va- 


lue for Life they may naturally have, ſe ves 
only to add Degrees of Excellence to the Duty 
of laying it down at the Feet of God, and re- 
ſigning it at his Call. By how much the more 
terrible Death is to human Nature, by ſo much 


the more glorious does the Triumph of a poor 
Mortal over it _ Let all that will come 
fays Dr: Rivet) have 


coming their Faith, and ſuitable to it. 
9. 4. It is to die in the actual Exerciſe of Faith, 
as the Believer is ſometimes enabled to do. 
Theſe all died in Faith, (i. e.) acting Faith in 
the Hour of their Death. Their Faith did not 
only accompany them to their Death, but 7x 
it too. The Death that ſeparated Soul and 
Body could not ſeparate their Soul and their 
Faith. — gave a dying A ent to all the 
Divine Truths. They actually een the ſe- 
parating Soul, its A ffections and Powers, into 
the Hands of a faithful Creator; and they do 


once for all, now rely upon the Mediator's In- 


troduction and Recommendation to God. 
3 | Theſe 


eAcceſs to Viſit me, and 
ee me die, I ought to give an Example of Dying 
to other Men. This is dying in a Manner be- 
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0 8 the crowning Acts of Faith, tis 
a ſolemn Demiſe of a parting Soul and a moul- 


; Hon _— into the, Diſpoſal of the Lord of 


i ;"Thens'i i fades; a Faith that ſhall tis wah 
vs, Which we ſhall have no more Occaſion for 
ia Heaven, viz. That Faith, which we now 
Y have of thoſe things we ſhall then ſee, poſſeſs 
and enjoy, as ſoon as we die. The invihble 


„ World, the Immortality of the Soul, the Me- 
rits and Power of Chriſt to fave to the utmoſt, 


and all thoſe Glories we ſhall actually bchold, 
in the Mount of V iGon, will be no longer the 
Object of Faith; for what we aclually ſee, why 
do dee, or how can we, actually, yet hope for ? 
This Faith: muſt give way to Sight, and this 
Hope to Fruition : But there is another fort of 
Faith that will accompany us into the other 
World, which we die, with, or carry along 
With us, viz. tlie Faith of ſuch Things as Wil 


not be ſeen upon our firſt entring the other 


World; the Faith of thoſe things that remain 
to be accornpliſh'd in thejr Order and Time, 
+ according to Prophecy and Promiſe, that re- 
late any way to the ſews, Gentiles, or Anti- 


chriſt; to the End of the World, the Reſurre- 


| Qtion; and Eternal Judgment. Theſe are Ob- 
2 jets of Faith, even in Heaven, which we ſhall 
continue to believe, and hope, and wait for, 
tho, with the Souls under the Altar, we cry 
cout, How long? As when we die, one Part 
of us, the Body, falls into the Grave, but — | 
B Sou 
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To Dying in Faith. 


Soul, the other Part, mounts upward, into 
the Heavenly World; ſo when we die, there 


is one Part of our Faith, which, like the Body, 
dies and falls, and has no more Occaſion or 
Room, and there's an End of all that Faith, 
Which has for its Object, the things we enter 
immediately upon; the other Part, like the 
Soul, goes along with us into the other World, 
and even in Heaven it ſelf we continue to he- 
lieve and wait for the Accompliſhment of thoſe 
things which remain yet to be done. For fo 
long as there is any of God's Promiſes to be 
perform'd, any Prophecies to be accompliſh'd, 
concerning either our ſelves or others, the 
Church of God, or its Enemies, the World a- 
broad or our Families at home, there will be 
Room for a certain Faith, to be exerciſed, even 
here. 1 
The things that imploy the Dying Acts of 
Faith, ſhould be ſuch as theſe: 

1. We die in the Faith of the Promiſes of God, 
that they ſhall all be made good. 


This is the very Inſtance of the Text, nie $ 


all died in Faith, having received the Promiſes, 
not in their eAccompliſhment, but in their De- 
claration, As we ſay, we have not receiv'd a 
Bill drawn upon ſuch a Perſon, that is, not 
receiv'd the Sum mention'd in ſuch a Bill; tho? 
we have had the ſame Bill by us, it may be 
- a many Months ; ſo, they had not receive 

the Promiſes, i. e. the things promiſed, tho? 


they had the Promiſes made to them a long | 


while ; 


OO Dying in Faubh. 11 


While; and having ſeen them afar offi, were 
| = perſwadsd of them, and embraced them: They 
died embracing the Promiſes by a full Pers 
4} ſwaſion. GW 
was with this Staff they went down into 
the Yally of the Shaddow of Death, the Pro- 
miſe enlightning their Way, directing and 
ſupporting their Steps. In Faith of the Pro- 
miſes made to the Church in general; of its 
2 Preſervation through all Ages, tho' as an Ark 
in the midſt of Waves, or a Lilly among 
\ Thorns ; of its perfect Sanctification, in order 
to be preſented blameleſs without Spot or 
* Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. Faith in the Pro- 
miſes of the numerous Increaſe of their Poſte- 
2 rity, as the Stars of Heaven; of the Land of 
> Canaan to be poſſeſt by their Poſterity; of the 
f coming of Chriſt the Meſſiah; of the fulfilling 
every Article of the Covenant made with any 
of them and their Families. EO 

8:6 Acting Faith, in God's Care of our Fami- 
bs 70 lies, and his Goodneſs to thoſe we leave behind, 
I die (fays Joſeph) but God will 
e | ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of Gen. 50. 24, 
„ this Land, into a Land which he 
'- ſware to your Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac and 
a 7 Jacob, . Faith Joſeph, when he 
t died, made mention of the departing Heb. tt. 12. 
% of the Children of Iſrael, and gave 
„ Commandment concerning his Bones. So may a 
d dying Chriſtian call his Family about him, his 
y Wite and Children, and fay, I die, but God 
8 B 2 will 
13 
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will ſurely viſit you: 1 die, but 'tis in Faith, 2 
rhat the Covenant God and I have made, hath 2 
ſomething in it that will be to the Benefit of 


my Poſterity ; that the Bleſſing of eAbraham ts 
come upon the Gentile Children of oAbraham, 
to be a God to them, and to their Seed after 
them. T will eſtabliſh my Covenant 

Gen. 17,7. between me aud thee, and thy Szed 
after thee, in their Generation, for 

an everlaſiing Covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy Seed after thee. eAnd if we be 
Chriſt's, then are we Abraham's Seed, and 
Heirs according to this Promiſe. I die, but *tis 
in the Faith, that this Covenant Kindneſs will 
out-live me. God and I are Friends upon Ar- 
ticles of Agreement, and in Similitude of 
Temper and Intereſts; and *tis not only a 


Law of Friendſhip to ſhew Kindneſs to each 


others Relations, but *tis one of the ſpecial Ar- 
ticles of this Alliance to do ſo; and he will do 
ſo, if you do not forfeit his Favour by your 


Carriage. Is there any of the Houſe of Saul, 
that I may ſhew Kjndneſs to him (lays David) 


for Jonathan's /ake, his old Friend. God is m 
Friend, and I have for his fake ſhewn Kind- 


neſs to his Horſhold of Faith : I am a Friend of 


God, and God will ſhew Kindneſs to my 
Houſe, for his Friendſhip's fake. Remember, 
you are the Children, Family, and the Relict 


of one of God's Friends. And therefore, my 


Deareſt Cares, tho? I can work for you no 
longer, provide for you no more, nor pray for 
you 


f At — 
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1 


Dying in Faith. 1: 


you here any more; this laſt thing I can do for 

pou in Dying, I believe for you, truſt God 
with you, and as I give my Body to the ground, 
my Soul into the Hands of its Redeemer, ſo I 


{ Duſt returns to Duſt, my Spirit returns to God 


_—_— 


deliver you over into the Hands of him who 


haas promis'd to be 4 Father to the Fatherleſs 
ard an Husband to the Widrw., 


3. In Faith of the Certainty and Excellence 
of the future World. ä 


I cloſe mine Eyes but in order to have a ful- 


ler Sight of him that is inviſible. I ook for a 
City that has Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
Maler is God; and believe that I ſhall find it 
as ſoon as ever J expire, even a better Country, 
an heavenly, for God is therefore not aſhamed to 
De called their God, becauſe he has provided for 
them a City). He would have had ſome Rea- 
ſon to be ſhy of owning ſuch a Relation, if 
after all the Promiſes he had made them, all 
the Expectations he had rais'd, all the Obliga- 
tions and Obſervances his Religion had laid 
them under, if after all theſe, they were to be 
put off with the Treatment they meet withal 
in this World; for if in this Life only they had 
Hope, they were of all Men mot miſerable : 
But verily there is a Reward for the Righteous, 
verily there is a God that judgeth the Earth. 


4. In Faith of the ſeparate Exiflence of the 


e Soul, and the ſtate of Foy it enters upon. 


I die, but all of me does not die; tho* my 


that 


that gave it, If I am abſent from my Body, 
tis to be preſent with the Lord. I am not to 
42 the Reſurrection of my Body, in order 
to be a Gainer by Death, for me to die is Gain, 
tho* not ſo compleat a Gain and Advantage as 
the Reſurrection will bring; nevertheleſs, if I 


am difſolved it is to be with Chriſt, which is far | 


better. | 4 
5. In Faith of the Reſurrection of this Body. 
As all of me does not die, ſo that which does, 
dies not for ever; is not thrown away, but 
laid up, to be very carefully kept, and ve 
faithfully reſtored. It was no empty Flouriſh 
| of our Lord, when he ſaid, I am the 
John 11.24. Reſurreftion and the Life, he that 
beheveth in me, tho he were dead, 
Jet ſhall he live; and whoſoever liveth and belie- 
veth in me, ſhall never die: Believeſt thou this? 
Yes, Lord, I believe, Help my Unbelief. IT be- 
lieve no natural Deathcan extinguiſh the ſpiri- 
tual Life of a Believer, nor prevent the eternal ; 
and as for the natural, my Body ſhall not die 
for ever, and on my Soul the ſecond Death 
2 have no Power. Thou wilt continue the 
piritual Life, revive the Natural, and beſtow 
1 that which is Eternal; for I know 
Job 19-25» that my Redeemer liveth, and that I 
ball ſee him the latter Day upon the 
Earth; and tho after my Skin is broken tõ Pieces 
Worms defroy this Body, yet in my renewed 
Fleſh ſhall Tſee God, whom I ſhall ſee for my 440 
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Dying in Faith. 15 
Z and mine Eyes ſhall behold, tho my Reins be con- 
6. In Faith of our Union to the Lord Jeſus 
# Chriſt, which is the true Cauſe of that expect. 
” ed Reſurrection. LY | 
In!n him the Believer lives, I iz them, and t 
in me, even as thou, Father, art in me, and Tim 
2 thee. In him they die, they ſleep in Jeſus, in 
him they enjoy the Bleſſings of the ſeparate 
State, bleſſed Dead that die in the Lord; in him 
they riſe, the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. 
. with him they come into the Court of fudg- 
ment, #be Lord our God ſhall come, and all his 
Saints with him. With him they ſhall live for 
ever,we ſhall be for ever with the Lord, an Union 
repreſented by allithe moſt endearing Ties, na- 
tural or moral, can neyer be broke; nothin 

' ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt, xez- 
tber Life nor Death, whether we live we live 
to the Lord, or whether we die we die in the 
Lord, living or dying we are the Lord's. 

7. In Faith of tlie Covenant Method of Salua- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt, vis. his Merits as the 

: Cauſe, Holineſs as the Way of Salvation. 

The Merits of Chriſt have laid the ſure 
Foundations of every ones Salvation, who tru- 

ly repents, and unfeignedly believes. His Au- 
thority has fixed theſe Terms upon which alone 

eternal Life ſhall be beſtow'd, and as J rely on- 

ly upon thaſe Merits as the Cauſe, ſo I com ly 
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| heartily with thy Commands, as the Way. 
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8. In Faith of my 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


* 


ſhall ſee the Lord. 


| their God, as if God ſhould ſay, as to my Con- 
duct toward my Children, or their Faith in 
me, let the World know, that I count it no 


| Diſparagement at all to my Majeſty and 


Greatneſs, that they have been mean and lit- 
tle in the World; nor to my Truth, that they ; 
have waited ſo long for the Promiſes ; nor to 
my Goodneſs and Love, that any of them have 
come at the Enjoyment of me, thro? ſo many 
Tryals and Troubles. It's enough that I an 


- 
. 


Phyſicians and Friends? Fear thou 


Iſa, 41. 10. not, for I am with thee; be not diſ--— c 

may d, for I am thy God. I will © 
ſtreungtben thee; yea, I will wy thee, yea, 1 
Hand of my 


9. In Faith of God's peculiar Care and Con- 


will uphold thee, with the rig 
Righteouſneſs. 


cern for a ſeparating Soul. 


their God; it's enough that IT will make them 

ſuch Amends for all, as that I ſhall not be a- 
ſhamed to own that I am theirs. What Words 
are thoſe to be whiſper'd to the Soul of a dying 
Chriſtian, as he lies Gaſping, given over b7 
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1 Dying in Faith. 17 

| God has always a Care of my Soul, but 
eſpecially when in parting from my Body; it 
23 ſhall not be as a Stone {lung out ofa Sling, but 
be bound up in the Bundle of Life. It's of ſingu- 
lar Uſe, in ſuch a time, to believe that T have 
= ſuch a Friend fo near me, exerciſing a part 
! cular Care about me dying. Dying is certa in- 


ly the moſt important Tranſaction that ever I 
was concern'd in! The Hour of my Birth was 
not to compare to it, for that was but a Step in- 
to this World, in order to h going out of it. 
Not any of all the Days of my Life could be of 
like Importance, for they have all of them a 


Reference to this Day of Death ; and take their 
oO moral Account and Conſideration from the Aſ- 
'C » pett they have upon this Day and Time; not 
the Day of Judgment it ſelf is to be compar'd 


** 1 with this; for the Iſſue of that Day, happy or 
m miſerable, depends upon the Condition I die 
a- in; fo that dying right is a thing of greater 
ds Importance to me than any thing elſe in the 
8 4 World. Conſequently the Belief of God's ſpe- 
y - *Cial Regard to my parting Soul, and dying 
ou 7 * of his Nearneſs to me, and Ten- 
J derneſs of me at a Dying time, muſt be of ſin- 
3 pow Advantage. To believe that God ſtands 
by me at that Hour, as a Friend that will be 
my by, when ſome hazardous Operation is to be 
perform'd: For, O Lord, thou that haſt ſaid, 

n. that an Hair of our Head ſhall not fall to the 
Ground without our Father, fo ſmall a Mat- 
d | C ter 
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K as. the Hair of my Head, the moſt worth- 


Te thing I have, ſurely thou wilt ſtand by, 7 
and be concern'd about the:moſt precious thin ; 


I have, my ſeparating Soul. He that hat 

faid, a Hair of our Head ſhall not fall to the 
Ground without our Father, will he ſuffer the 
whole Body it ſelf to fall into the Ground, 
ſhall Body and Soul fall aſunder, without our 
Father? He knows it will be a buſie Time 
with the moſt of us, who will have generally 
too much to do at that time. He knows how 
the evil Spirits will rally to their laſt Effort, as 
ſoon as ever the Word is given among them, 
that a Soul is making its Way to Heaven, in 
ſpite of them all. Lord, I believe thou art not 
far off from my ſick and dying Bed, ſince thou 
haſt ſaid, Thou wilt frengthen me upon my Bed 
of languiſhing, thou wilt make all my Bed in my 
Sickneſs. Thou wilt ſtand by, and manage all 
the Circumſtances of Time, Place and Manner 
of dying: Thou wilt preſide during the whole 
Operation, and when the Separation is made, 
thou wilt wrap up one Part of me in thy Bo- 
fom, and lay up the other Part fafe in the 
Grave, to be forth coming upon thy Call, for 
t hon ſhalt call and I will anſwer; thou wilt have 
@ Deſire to the Works of thine Hands. | 

S. 5, It intimates ſome eminent Degree of this 
aith, both Habitual and Actual, in which 


7 


they died. 
They 
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They were Believers of Rank and Eminence, 
Their Faith was not only ſufficient to fave 


1 


their Souls, but to advance their Fame, not 


only to reconcile them to Death, but to hel 
them to an Exultation in it, and a Triump 
cover it. It was of ſuch Renown as to be talk d 
of in Heaven and Earth, the Report of it has 
reach'd the furthermoſt Ends of the World, 
1 and will laſt to the utmoſt length of Time; by 


it the Elders obt ain d a good Report, Ver. 2. and 


Ver. 39. theſe all having obtain d a good —_— 
: #hro Faith. Not _ Sow and Angels _ 
of it, but God himſelf becomes the Herald of 


their Praiſe, and the Witneſs to their 


eminent Faith. By Faith Abel offer'd Ver. 4, 3. 


2 more excellent Sacrifice, by which 


. 


: 2 of bis Gifts, and Enoch had this Teſti 
mony, that »— God. They were not 
Men of little Faith, but were ſtrong in Faith, 
giving Glory to God, and God added Glory to 


| he obtain'd witneſs, that he was righteous, God 


their Grace. There are three Things that 


a — the Strength and Eminence of their 
Faith. — | 

1. The Great Diſtance of ſome of the Things 
| promiſed, Ver. 13. having ſeen them afar off. 
Things at a Diſtance have uſually but a very 
. feeble Influence, the Viſor is for many Days, 


© the Prophecy is of Times afar off, ſaid the Houſe 

of Iſrae}, and therefore they did not much 

mind it; but _— faw Chriſs Day afar 
| | 2 | 
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off, and tho? it was afar off, yet he rejoiced: 
He ſa w the firſt Coming of Chriſt at a greater 
Diſtance than we can be ſuppos'd to fee his ſe: 
cond. He rejoiced at the diſtant Sight, and if 
all be as it ſhould be, we ſhould do ſo too; TO 
ſee the Reſurrect ion of our Body, the Coming 
of Chriſt, the Judgment, the Heavenly Glory, 
tho? they ſhould be farther off than they can 
well be ſuppos'd to be. r 
2. The Improbability of ſeveral of their Pro. 
miſes adds to the Eminence of their Faith. 
Some of them were very improbable, that 
ſo numerous Poſterity ſhould ſpring from one 
Perſon, and that as good as dead; That a cer- 
tain Land ſhould be given for the Inheritance 
of this Poſterity, when they had not one Foot 
of Ground, and was poſſeſs'd by Giants; That 
all the Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed 
in a Perſon that was once bound for à Sacri- 
fice, and he that received the Promi- 
Ver. 17. ſes affer'd his only Son, that very Son 
in whom thoſe Promiſes were all 
wrap'd up; That at the Diſtance of to ma- 
ny thouſand Years, the ancient Promiſe of the 
Seed of the Woman being the Saviour the 
World, ſhould take Place, and that through {6 
many Millions of Accidents, Dangers and Re- 
volutions of the World; a thing that look d 
like attempting to carry a lighted Taper over 
Lands and Seas, over Hills and Mountains, k 
through Storms and Tempeſts, without going 1 
| . out, 


22 
7 


dred Years, for the Benefit of Poſterity, makes 


; 

y 

little Im reſſion upon the Generality of a ſelf- 

iſh World; thoſe who are for 1 
ich 


t hand, and ſet little by Advantages in wh 

t # they are to have no ſhare; but theſe died com- 
1 fortably and chearfully, by the Help of a Faith 
iin thoſe. Promiſes, whoſe Accompliſhment 


they were not to taſte of, ſuch as were meerly 
n Temporal. DOS. 

1 :; Tho' in the Spiritual Promiſes relating to 
the Meſſiah, and to eternal Life by him, they 
e had a perſonal Share and Intereſt. They were 
e ſaved by the ſame Jeſus in whom we alſo be- 
0 ; lieve, and this does help farther to ennoble the 
2. {Senſe which theſe Words carry in them, viz. 
> That they died in the Faith of the coming Meſ- 
x ſiah, depended upon, and cleaved to him, in 
s, their Death; for it cannot be imagin'd, that 
g in dying with an Eye to the Promiſes, they 
„ ſhould 


OR —— —— — 


of the Woman, the Shilob .£0 Come, the. Meſſiah, ; 4 


the Hope of Iſrael, unto. which our Fathers: (ey. 


ving*Gol inſtantly Pay and Night, waited for | 


the \Conſolation-of i Iſrael, and who, when he 
— 5 ons call d, The Promiſe, and the Mercy 
promiſed to the Fat herr. a 
T — far of the firſt. thing, the Senſe of Dy. 
ng in the ignifie el 
Dearhy, in the Faith by. which they lived, dy- 
ing in a State or Habit of Faith; dying accor- 
ding to Faith, in à Manner becoming Faith, 
and ſuitahle to it. Dying in the actual Exer. 
ciſs of Faith in ſuitable: Acts, upon ſuch parti - 
cular Objects as are proper for it to act upon, 
t. ſuch a time, and ſhewing in Dying ſome 


* 


eminent Degree of Faith, 

, bao) 07 A ba A} 
II. I'am to recommend this Bleſſing and 
Privilege, and to enforce this Duty of Dy- 
ing in the Faith, by ſome Conſiderations 
that may evince the Neceſſity, Excellence, 


1 


and Importance of it. 
6.4. 'Tis the left Alt of Faith, as to all thoſe 
Odjects we enter the immediate Views and 


and Charity, but the greateſt of theſe is Charity, © 
Love will chit for ever, and be in its Element, 0 f 
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Faith, as it ſignifies Perſeverance to 


Ve (in this World) abideth Faith, Hope, | 


wina Faith (hall have no Room, nor Qecafion) & 
0711 4 — "= c 


155 that which we ſee why do toe yet hope for? for? 
Dying Faith is the Ac that — all the 
4 152 er 485 of Faith, and the Ac, that is it ſelf 
 Ecrown'd immediately upon Death! Be thow 
Faithful unto the Death, and 1 will give thee 4 
Crown of Life: . 
2 &. 2. Tis the Bhardeſt AZ? of all other As of 
4 Faith; the hardeſt in it ſelf, how eaſy ſoever 
God may ſometime make it. 
As the Work of Dying is it ſelf beyond all 
other Work, — is the —.— 3 = die 
beyond all the foregoing Acts of it, n 
4 — of the Pa has then to do, and 
the Conflicts it has then to ſuſtain. _- 
1. The Buſineſs to be done by Faith at Death 
greater than any in the time of Life. 
Faith is always nobly employ'd, in ſuppo ts 
ing under Burdens, exciting to Duty, and de- 
pending for Supplies. Its Province is to give 
uch ſubſtantial Reality to inviſible things, as 
= to keep the Soul under the conſtant 1 
pfan inviſible World; to overcome this World; 
| Fo purity and ſpiritualize a carnal Mind; this 
& is noble Work, but to enable a Chriſtian to die 
4 like himſelf, to tread an unknown Paſſage, 
and Step boldly into an unſeen World, this is 
greater ſtill. In Life, it helps a Soul to lay hold | 
of Chriſt in an Ordinance; in Death, it muſk 
A deliver up a Soul entire into the Hands of 
as ; Chriſt. In Life, it helps a Soul ſometimes to 
oe | rar vith ſomething for the Sake and A 
Ot 
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the main. Tas great Faith for eAbraham to 


leave his Country, and go forth at God's Com- 
mand, He knew not whither. Tas greater 
Faith in the ſame eAbraham, to go, not out of 


pne Country only, but out of this World, by 
dying, and that _ Chriſtian muſt do. 
Let me illuſtrate t 


to leave us; but whither is it you are going? 
Going! Into another World 


citous; it's err for me that it is where 
God, Angels and ble 


of that Company? Can I be a Stranger in my 


Father's Houſe, among my Brethren? If 
am a Friend of God, there is not one Spirit but 


is my Friend upon my firſt Entrance there 
Why is it then called an unknown World? 
Becauſe 'Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- 


ther hath it enter d into the Heart of Man to 4 


Conceive what God has laid up for them that fear 
im But it is hard Work to let go every 


thing here, to lay hold of ſucli things here- 


after Hard as it is, you mult do it, * ; 
7 | | ther 


Chriſt ; in Death, it muſt help us to let go 
all at once, to take leave of Health, Eſtate, 
Senſes; Friends, Body, Soul, all our whole 
ſelf is ventured off, upon no other Bottom but 
its full Perſwaſion, that it is not miſtaken in 


is by a little Death- bed 
Converſation. My dear Friend, you are going 


What World? 1 
and Where? I would fain know ſomething of 
it. Why, as to the Place, I am not very ſolli- 


fled Spirits are, their Pre- 
ſence is my Heaven. Do you know any 


bad Bi 


88 Dying in Faith. 26 
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ther you do it in Faith or by Force. Let go 
2 you muſt, whether you will or no, and he- 
ther you have any thing to lay hold of or no, as 
you indeed have not, if you have no Faith: In 
this I have infinitely the Advantage of the Un- 

2 believer, that the Joy and Beliet of Meeting 
with what's before me, very much allays the 
Grief of Parting with what I muſt leave be- 

3 hind—— Ay, but it's a great deal, methinks, 
to venture upon meer Belief. I anſwer again; 
that you muſt venture, whether you «believe 
or no, and without Faith and Holineſs your Ven- 
ture is infinite. I venture nothing but to be 
diſappointed if T am miſtaken: If you believe 

1 — your — „ oh _—_ 
only diſappointed of what you might expect, 
A which i all my Loſs, but — eternal Miſe- 
ry. Beſides, who ventures moſt, He that ven- 
tures only this World and Life upon God's 
Word, the Judgment of the beſt of Men, and 
the Reaſon of things ; or they who venture be- 
ing eternally miſerable, upon a meer Sugge- 
ſtion of Luft and the Devil, the Sophiſtry of 
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the worſt of Men, and contrary to the Reaſon 
of things, and the Conſcience of all Mankind, 
i- # which of us two are the moſt abſurd Belie- 
0 vers? But how can you bear to look tliat 
God in the Face, and appear immediately be- 
fore him at his Bar —? Why, whether you will 
or no, you muſt appear there. The ungodly 
2- 7} indeed-ſhall nor faxd in Judgment, but as for 


% 
_—_ 


me, being juſtified freely by his Grace, thro' the 
. 0. D n : Redemp- 


26 Dying in * Faith. 1 
Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, the Terrors 
of that Bar do not utterly deſtroy the ſecret 
Pleaſure that ariſes from the Expectation of + 
publick Acquittance, for notwithſtanding its 
Flames and Thunders,it will even there be true, 
that there is uo Condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh 
but after the Spirit Ay but is this Faith 
upon which you go real and genuine, for thoſe 
who are call'd Believers, are very apt to be 
jealous of that? I can't expect Revelations to 
aſſure me of the Truth of my Faith, and Re- 
pentance and Holineſs, nor is there any need. 
We have a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 
There are three Properties of true Faith, Which 
if I can find in mine, I will take the Comfort 
of it; if it work by Love, and is not an idle 
Faith, without true Goodneſs ;' if it puriß) the 
Heat, and make me like God; if it overcome: 
 t#hsWorld, and keep me under the conſtant In- 
fluence: of ant her. Ay but how many Fai- 
lures lia ve . Properties you ſpeac 
of? How cold has that Love been? What 
Mixrutes of Impurity with your Holineſs f. 
And as to that World: you hope you have over-, 
come, how often has it foil'd you, for all your 
Faith, by which you were to overcome it? 
That's true, but then it is as true, that theſe) 
things do not prove the Fa/ty but the Weak-: 
eſs of my Faith. - Theſe Things ſhew not 
that I want Sizcerity, but that I want Perfecti- 
on; and Salvation-is not entail'd upon the De- 
MYA H gree 


— 


® gree but the Truth of Faith, to the Truth and 
= Sincerity of which Faith I derive another Evi- 
4 dence, eyen from theſe very Failures and Im- 
perfect ions, becauſe of the Pain and Trouble 
they give me upon Review, and becauſe they 
drive me afreſh to the Blood of Chri// that 
+ cleanſes from all Sin, and becauſe it helps me 
to give even Death it ſelf a greater Wellcome, 
as that which is to deliver me from theſe Re- 
2 mainders of Corruption, under which I cry, 
O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the Body of this Death? Upon this TI 
venture to die; a Venture I call it, becauſe, *tis 
the laſt Exploit of Faith, ſomething I never 
did before; but no Hazard, for I know in whom 
¶ have belizved, and that He is able to keep 
$ what I commit to him unto the Judgment of the 
great Day, that is, no leſs than my Body and 
Soul; as to my Body, let them lay it where 
they will, Reſurrection Power ſhall find it out; 
and as to my Soul, I commit it in the mean 
wulle to the Keeping of its fait/ful Creator, 
and its kind Redeemer, whom having not ſeen, I 
ove, and in whom, tho now I ſee him not, yet 
Velieving, I rejoice with Foy unſpeakable and 
Full of Glory, being fo nigh receiving the Exd 
f my Faith, the Salvation of my Soul. I lay to 
God as Chriſt, did to his Father, Father, into 
#/ive Hands I commit my Spirit. I ſay to the 
Lord Jeſus 'Chriſt, as St. Stephen, Lord Jeſus 
receive my Spirit, and when [4 hed ſo jaid, he 
Fell. aſleep. [hy 55 | 
; D 2 2, The. 
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ſuſtain d. | 


Enemies are willing to aſſemble u 
Occaſion : They know their Time is 
and therefore come down, having great Rage. 
The natural Fears of Dying, do of themſelves, 


at that time, find Work enough for ſome; the 4 


great Deſires of Life in others. Many thing: 


which, when taken ſingly and alone, would 4 
be Conflict enough, do ſometimes all meet 


together upon a Dying Bed. 


There is Sickneſs to bear, with all its Train | I 
of Pains and Weakneſſes, ſinking Spirits and 


waſting Fleſh : A falling, diſſolving, break- 


ing, agonizing Conſtitution : The parting { 
with Friends, whoſe Tenderneſs for us, we | 
can neither be without, nor bear: An aways | 


2. The Conflict, are greateſt then to be L 


It's not to be doubted, but all our ſpiritual 


= that 
ſhort, 3 
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ken'd Conſcience, as to thoſe Sins and Duties > 


that we made little of before: A more clear 


View of the Strictneſs and Holineſs of the Di» 


vine Law ; The Equity, and inflexible Im- 


partiality of the Judge: An amazing Change 


re us! to a State fixed, unchangeable, eter. 


nal: The Importance of this! To do a thing 


right that I never did before, and muſt never 
do over again. Theſe are things, that even 
Perſons in Health find too weighty for their 


beſt Thoughts to manage, without better Help 


than their own. But if Satan alſo deſire to 
have us, that he may ſift us as Wheat; if he 
accuſe, afright, teize and vex our Spirits, and 1 
* * k | * 2 . E 1 


* 1 Te 


ſtian at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch Cireurmſtan: 
ces, to act like himſelf ? to do ſo many dif- 
Eferent Acts of Faith? to let go all, and yet 
hold faſt Chriſt? to acknowledge his Sinful- 
Ineſs to God, and yet not give Place to the 
Devil? to have the deepeſt Senſe of his Un- 
worthineſs, and yet not give way to any De- 
ſpondency, but ſo ſay, 1% he ſlay me, yet will 
I truſt in him. We ſhall be more than Conque« 
rors through him that hath loved us, being per- 
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n ſtwaded, that neither Life nor Death ſhall be 
d able to ſeparate us from the Love of God which 
„ in ch and therefore h I walk through 
g the Value of the Shadow of Death, I will fear 
ee Þ 207. ill. 

vs 9. 3. The Faith that is not perſevering to the 
s Death, is not ſaving, how long ſoever it 1 4 
rr This is the full Voice of Scripture, 'Be # 

i» faithful unto the Death, and I will give thee the 
1- 7 Crown of Life. If any Man draw back, my 
e Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him : To draw 
r-. back is to Perdition. We muſt go on to believe 
g Þ to the ſaving of the Soul. He that endureth to 
er the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. We are made 
n Partakers of Chriſt, if we bold faſt our Confi- 
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Pang from Sin to Grace; the ot 
10 Glory. 6 


dence 


gain; if we 
lk Lore ; if we backſlide, we muſt begin a- 
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tions that the wicked Man doth, ſhall be live? 
All his Righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not 
be mentioned. Look therefore to your ſelves, this 7 
you Joſe not thoſe things that ye have wrought, 
but that ye receive a full Reward. "$6 
5. 4. The Exerciſe of eminent Faith in 
Death brings the greateſt Glory to God and 
Credit to Religion. 1 » +1 
There is no greater Honour to Religion, 
than a lively Faith in a dying Chriſtian. Dy, 
ing Witneffes are called Martyrs, and reckon'd 
the Glory of a Cauſe. The Difference between F. 
a Stake Witneſs and a Death-bed Witneſs lies 

only in the free Choice of Death in one, that 


hs. dtd 


. 
4 


Furs things; and the Surrender of all proſehe; 
Is the ſame in both. Faith does at all times 
Honour God, in the Credit it gives Him: In 
proſperity it helps us to prefer God before all 
he World enjoy'd; in Adverſity it helps us ti 
Fruſt God, and enjoy more than a World" in 


ight live if he pleas d. But the Faith in fig 


| Simfelf. - It gives Patience in Tribulation, Mo- 
| 3 leration in Abundance, Submiſſion in Want; 


put in nothing does it appear ſo illuſtrious, as 
Shen it ſhows how to let go all that the world 


Falls good, and how to meet the worſt of Eyils 
t ndifmayed, Loet Death and Devils, wicked 
Men and Worms, do their utmoſt upon this 
Body, I know the Scriptures and the Phu 
r of God, therefore in my Fleſh ſball I ſes 
God. I reſt my dying Thoughts upon the 


N 


Truth of thy Promiſe, the Power of thine 


Arm, and the All- ſufficiency of thy Perfect ibis 
Þ me, that when my Fleſh and my Heart fals, 
Hou wilt be the Strength of my Heart, and my 
Wrortlan forievers © 1, 0 273 Ut of] 9.1 
1 might add the Honours this reflects upow 
Faith it ſef; as it is the healing Act, that put 
gn end to all Diſtempers and Complaints, as 
i the conquering Act, that overcomes tlie 
Eſt Enemy, and by the laſt Stroke, as it tra fiſ- 
Hits us into the beſt of Company, and admin. 
ers abundant Entrance: into the evep late 
Ligdom of onr Lord and Savibur, and a 2 


e Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect. In ſho 
e Sum and Subſtance of all trat Faith 


for 
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fat us in Life and Death, lies in theſe; the 
firſt Layixg Hold on Chriſt for Eternal Life, the 
Gradud Fitting us for it, and in dying to deli- 
var us over to the Enjoyment of it. Mr 
I. might content my ſelf to ſay, that theſe ie 
chree tllings are, in brief, the Character of 
our deceaſed Friend, and in reality a very great 
one it would be; but we Nee dere be- ſt 
fore us that deſerves to be drawn out ts a far- F\ 
ther length, not meerly to adorn the Name, Ir 
or perfume the Memory of a good Man, but 
to propagate among the Living that Goodneſs 
that does conſign the Righteons to everlaſting 
Remembrance. ' On. theſe Occaſions I will al 14 
ways be at. liberty to ſpeak more or lefs, or 
nothing, as I ſhall apprehend the Caſe ſhall 
require, and the Cauſe of Religion ſhall call 
for: And how eaſy. a Pardon, methinks, ! 
ſhould it obtain, from the leaſt degree of Good 4 
b umour and Candidneſs, if it ſhould appear 


ſometimes, that we Miniſtets have not been 

e Perſons in the beſt Capacity to obſerve 
dur People in all their ſeveral Lights and Ap- 
pearances? Can ve therefore anſwer it to 
dhe Cauſe of Virtue and Goodneſs, to ſuppreſs 
always, what we know to be worthy of the 
Imitation of the Living? It looks ſomething 3 
like the Sacrilege of pulling down the Monu- 
ments of the Dead, to refuſe always to erect 
em to the Worthy and Deſerving. As an Ex- 

cellent Writer obſerves, when a good Man 

dies we gather up a few: Memorialsof iin. 
301 like 
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; like the Remains of a Shipwreck, that ſome 

Sf thoſe things which Humility and Modeſty 


required to be kept ſecret, while alive, may be 
— Wneantion'd afterward to the Honour of Reli. 
e ion, and the Inſtruction of others; and in 
Particular, to be a Remembrance to thoſe that 
t Follow, not only to reſpect his Memory, but 
>- Fo thank God for lending ſuch Men to the 


World for a while, to be ſorry for having 
made no more uſe of their Company and 
Example while we had them, and to excite us 
Vo imitate it, now. they are gone, and be Fol. 
Flowers of them, as they were of Chriſt, who 
W&/rough Faith and Patience have inherited the 
Promiſes. | 
3 This Uſe he himſelf often made of the Re- 
membrance of a moſt Excellent Mother, a 
2B Perſon of ſuch a Character for Goodneſs, that 
if I could add to the Mention of her Name 
never ſo many other DiſtinEtions of Title and 
Family, it ſhould be only to ſhew, how little 
and unworthy they were to be nam'd, in com- 
p- pariſon of the Dignity of being a Child of God. 
o I have often heard him mention her with 
fs great Expreſſions of Pleaſure and Regard, 
je quote her Example, and value himſelf upon her 
g Prayers, a great Stock of which he was perſwa- 
1- ded was laid up for him; and that he ſhould 
Q Foot fail to reap the Fruits of them, if he con- 
- tinued to be the true Son of ſuch a Mother; 
in for he was perſwaded, and with very good 
Y Reaſon, that the renouncing her Example 
e 8 FFF 
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would be a forfeiting his Intereſt in thoſe 
Prayers. ME ry ; 
The Pleaſure he took in this Reflection, was 
of the ſame kind with that Joy the Apoſtle 
Paul had in his Son Timothy, upon the account 
of his faithful Anceſtors on his Mother's fide : 
. I greatly deſire to ſee thee, that 
2 Tim. 1. 3. may be filld with Joy, when I call | 
to remembrance the unfeigned Faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt firſt in thy Grand. 

mother Lois, and thy Mother Eunice, and I am 
perſwaded that in thee alſo. | 1 
Hie was an early Convert to the Grace of 
God, and was one that fear'd the Lord above © 
many. The Convictions of the Evil of Sin, 
the conſtraining Power of the Love of God, 
the Influence of a believing View of the Eter- 
nal World, the Vanity, Vexation and Short- 
neſs of a preſent Life, the Uſefulneſs of revi- 
ving upon the Mind the Impreſſions which 


theſe Contemplations are apt to make, in or- J : 


der to break through Difficulties, to bear Trou- 
bles and Burdens, to perform Duties, to reſiſt 
Temptations, to wean from this World, to 
dreſs and prepare the Soul for a better: Theſe | 
have been the Subject of many a pleaſant Con- | 
verſation with him, ſeveral Years ago. I do 
very well remember, that I have gone away 
aſſiſted, encouraged, ſupported and comforted 
by his Converſation. > 
In theſe things he had a very ſpiritual Re- 
liſh, ſuch as preſerv'd it ſelf even in the _ 
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of all Avocations of Buſineſs, and Attendances 
on his Worldly Affairs. His Converſation 
with Men ſhew'd a great deal of it, and his 
Converſation with God breath'd a true Air of 
great Piety, Seriouſneſs, Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, Love to God and Chriſt, the higheſt 
Value for the Light of his Countenance, and a 


ſtrict Regard to his Duty, to his Walk with 
God, and particularly to the Enjoyment of him 


3 in his Ordinances. I refer, in ſaying this, to 
4 thoſe voluminous Remarks he has left be- 
Z hind him, in Meditations, Prayers, Self-Exa- 


minations, Expoſtulations with God and his 
own Soul; whereby it appears how ſtrict an 
Eye he kept upon himſelf, his Sins, his Gra- 
ces, his Growth, his Defects, in his whole 
Walk ; and eſpecially on every Lord's Day, 
and about the time of every Sacrament, for 


1 many Years. Thus he kept his Heart w:th all 


Diligence, knowing that out of them are the I- 


les of Life. 


One of his Manuſcript Books bears this 
Title: 1 Diary, a Second Part of the Carria- 
775 of the Life of Peter Huſon, how the Day 

as been ſpent, and what has paſſed of things 
worthy of Obſervation. This is a pretty thick 
Folio, and pretty full written. Theſe ſhew _ 
a great deal of his inward Life, and the State 
of his Soul, his Love to God, Fear of Sin, Sor- 
row for and Watchfulneſs againſt it ; his 
Thankfulneſs for Mercies, Prayers for Grace, 


Tenderneſs of Conſcience, taking notice of 
E 2 | evil 
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evil Thoughts, the Omiſſion of any Duty, and 
the Eſcape of any paſſionate or intemperate 


Word or Expreſſion. This was a Method he 
uſed, while his Affairs allow'd him ſo much 
Time, tho? after ward he did not (as there is 
no reaſon every Body ſhould) confine himſelf 


to it. 


muſt needs attend theſe Chriſtian Graces, and 


without thoſe Virtues he knew it was Vani- 
ty and Deluſion to pretend to Chriſtianity. 
He would ſometimes be very ſmart in his Re- 


flections upon thoſe, who would needs ſet up 


to be Chriſtians, without Morality, as Per- 4 
ſons that had found out a way of going to Hell 3 


molt demurelh, and in a very religious manner; 


and was very much griev'd at the Scandal 
ſuch ſort of People frequently gave. Tis here 
I chuſe to mention that Uprightneſs in his 
Dealing, which no body, as I ever heard, will 
deny him the Reputation of, in an Age where- ? 
in the Character of an Honeſt Man does of it 
ſelf, alone, amount to ſo very great an Enco- 


mium. 


When he found himſelf in Circumſtances to | 


do it, he laid aſide his Trade, and follow'd 
the Improvement of what God had bleſsd him 
with. Providence ſmil'd upon his Endeavours, 


the Bleſſing of the Lord and the diligent Hand 


made rich. As Riches encreas'd, he was ver 
muc 


His outward and viſible Life partook of the 
Influence of this Self-Acquaintance, and Con- 
verſe with God. The Virtues we call Moral 
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much afraid of ſetting his Heart upon them; 
for I often find in his Diary, Prayers and Ex- 
poſtulations againſt the Intanglements and 
Love of this preſent World. 
As his Subſtance increas'd, ſo did his Libe- 
* i rality : He was ready todo good and to communi- 
J cate ; and tho? he underſtood himſelf well e- 
nough, to aſſume to himſelf the Right of di- 
ſtinguiſhing and chuſing his Objects, yet he 
vas forward of himſelf; he did not think it 
well always to ſtay till he was ask'd, but 
would deviſe liberal things. This was very 
much promoted by a natural Tenderneſs that 
he had for People in Miſery and Diſtreſs. A 
i plentiful Eſtate, a large Heart, and a compaſ- 
ſionate Spirit, are a very happy Compoſition 
Ito make an uſeful Man. 
The Regularity of his Life, as to its Oeco- . 
nomy and Conduct, his Temperance in all 
Enjoyments, his affable and humble Deport- 
ment, are things that I ſhall but juſt name. 
He loved the Habitation of God's Houſe, and 
the Place where his Honour dwelt. The Ap- 
p plication with which he endeavour'd to get 
into Frame for ſolemn Ordinances, and the 
manner in which he dreſs'd his Soul for a 
Lord's Day, and eſpecially for a Sacramental 
Entertainment and Feſtival, I have often ob- 
ſerv'd with Pleaſure, and ſince more largely 
out of his Papers. He was a moſt attentive 
Hearer : One might diſcern that he taſted his 
Spiritual Food, and that the Entertainment — 
| the 
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Decency, kept his Eyes open, and his Mind 


love it where-ever he ſaw it. He knew how to 


and had not Charity, i. e. had not this Love to 


to love all good Men, and all that is good in 


Arts, Authority, Orders, Powers, or Num- 
bers of Men, to make a Chriſtian Religion. 


3 — » 


the Mind, and not meerly a Senſe of common 


s © 


intent, as one that knew how to enjoy the 
Pleaſures, as well as to perform the Duties of 
his Religion. 

He underſtood his Religion ſo well, as to 


value a good Man, not by thoſe things, that | 
neither make, nor prove Goodneſs, a Gar- 
ment, 2 Name, a Way of Worſhip ; but he 
lov'd a good Perſon for the fake of that for 
which God loves him, viz. for his Goodneſs. 7 
He could not therefore confine Religion to his 
own Party, that would have prov'd his Want 
of Religion, and Ignorance of it; for it's no 
Breach of Charity at all, to ſay, that they who 7? 
want this Charity and Temper have no Chriſtia- 
m#ity, becauſe the Apoſtle has ſaid as much be- 
fore us, Tho? I had all Knowledge, and all Faith, 
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God and my Brother, I am _— L 
Lord B70 Againſt this Principle (ſays one 
of — of the Ornaments of our Age) let 3 
| hot and angry Men ſay and write 
what they will, it always has, and always N 
will be a Badge of à true Diſciple of Chriſt, 
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any Man; and I will add, that where this | 
Principle is wanting, and eſpecially where its 
Contrary is predominant, *tis not all in all the 
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Mahometaniſm, or v7 thing elſe you can name 
Wcan as ſoon be Chriſt's Religion, as any that 
is without this Temper of Jeſus. And there- 


fore I will fay it again, it's zo Breach of Cha- 


rity to aſſert, that t 7 who are void of this Cha- 
rity and Moderarion, 

Joh thou God of Love and Goodneſs ! whoſe 
Nature it is faid is ever to be merciful and to 
© forgive, How long ſhall that lovely Name of 
A Chriſtianity be proſtituted, to ſtand for a Sy- 
ſtem, or a Temper, that has nothing of this 
Moderation in it, nothing of that Temper of 
I thine, without which we cannot appear to be 
the Children of God. 


a 


ave no Chriſtianity. But 


It was a Practical Principle with our Friend, 


Ito live to day, as one that muſt die to mor- 
Frow. A Principle that means nothing at all 
of that ſower Melancholy, by which poor 
People are apt to be frighted from the moſt 
comfortable thing in the World, that is, from 
the Managing in a manner, that ſhall take off 


the Horror from the Proſpe& of to morrow's 


Death. The Safety, the Pleaſure, the Sweet- 
FF nels of ſuch a Conduct, the Advantage to eve- 
ry common Pleaſure of Lite, that muſt ariſe 


from the Abſence of Life's greateſt Embitter- 
ment, the Fear of Death; theſe have been the 
Subject of many an edifying Cpnverſation 
with our deceaſed Friend. 

The firſt time I faw him in his IIIneſs, I 
call'd this to Mind, Jou and I have formerly 
talk'd much of this very Time, a Time of e 
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1 D 
and Death; of the Wiſdom, Safety and Delight, 
S having our Souls, our Houſe, our eAﬀairs ſet 
in order. What you have made ſo much the aim 
of your Life, I hope you now find the Benefit of. 
All was eaſy, cheerful,” reſigned and compoſed 
then. But he took notice, when I was gone, 
that T had forgot to pray for the Continuance 
of his Senſes ; nor was I at all apprehenſive of 
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his Danger of loſing them then. Tis indeed 
of uſe to them that ſtand by, and it is a deſi- 


rable thing to a good Man to uſe them to the 6 
laſt ; but a good Man does not abſolutely need 


them. A Man that has nothing to do but to 


o 


ſon to loſe his Senſes, as it is obſerved the 
commonly do, who have repuls'd the Spirit of 
God and Goodneſs, and gone on in Sin, in the 


hopes of a Death-bed Leiſure and Repentance. 


Indeed it's a fad thing for an unprepared Fer- 


die, what ſignifies it which Part dies firft ? 
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Their Death is often obſerv'd to be, either /ud- 


den, and ſo leaves them no Time to repent; 


4 1 f 
* 


or elſe ſexſeleſs, and leaves them no Capacity. | 


And indeed where a good Man has ſomething 


elſe to do beſides Dying, it's deſirous to have 
ones Senſes about one; but whoſe Fault is it, 
that we have any thing elſe to do at that time, 


but to die? Why are not all Matters that 


concern our Friends, put into a Poſture before? 


And as for the Buſineſs of taking Leave of our 
Friends, whether the Want of Senſes at ſuch 
time, or the being ſenſible of the Sorrow and 

Pain of a Parting, be the hardeſt to think of, 
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sa Queſtion which I muſt leave every one to 
Wetermine for himſelf. For my own Part, tho 
muſt own *tis a deſirable thing to have them 
or the Uſe and Benefit of others, and for ones 
dn Uſe, ſo far as to be able, as it were, to ſee 
pur Way before us; yet I doubt not but the 
louding of the Senſes is ſometimes pretty much 
pf the ſame Advantage to a dying Chriſtian, as 
he turning away the Head, or muffling the 
Eyes of a Perſon upon whom ſome painful O- 
Peration is to be perform'd. 
3 Thro' all the Diſorders of his Memory and 
Nudgment, ſomething of the excellent Tem- 
Per of his Soul appear'd to remain with him 
Jo the laſt. He was not only | rods from 
Juttering any hung ſhocking and hideous, but 
nis very Rovings had a TinQture of the Habit 
pf his Mind and the Intervals wherein he re- 
Furn'd to himſelf, fo 1 as he had Strength, , 
Pere filPd up with Praiſe and Prayer, Chear- 
Fulneſs and. ſinging Pſalms, an Ordinance he 
Vas always much delighted in, talking of the 
World he was going to, the Company, the 
Place, the Perfection, the Glory, of that hea- 
Fealy State. Therefore my Heart is glad, my 
lory rejoiceth, my Fleſh alſo ſhall — in Hope, 
.- on not 255 my Soul i Hell, neither \_ 
SEvilt thou ſuffer thine holy one to ſee (perpetual) 
orruption. 2 wilt ſhow me the Path of Life ; 
hy Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy, and at thy right. 
Hand ate Pleaſures for  evermore. Into all 


5 which he is enter'd, and me left us in the Yale 


— 
of 4 4 
=. 
2 = by * - 
«3 „ G 
* 
. 0 * - 
* 


4 * 


2 2 N 1 
3 8938 — , 
N * ; 


* » Þ „ "—T "4 " 0 *. 
© - - : * 
X * 4 — 7 * of 4 * * # 
3 ” . * ” - - 4 . p » * . 
* 2 2 . "I. - . 
„ 1 "ue » « Ss * 1 . 3 
p * 1 ; „ ; x 
r . * d. 4 * F 
& * * 
| 4 ” 1 yn 
, r 3 - LH — W ny : 6 « —7 2 
— 
- n 25 FL —_ — . <4 
. 4 - 
% aw * » p o . 
* 1 * * 
* 4 
* L 1 
- 4 * 
a 6 * 
* : ö 
h 6 he 8 4 * * - — +. Sus -- . 


6 —ů—ů — 
of Tears and Sorrow, to bewail, among other 
things, the Loſs of one good Man more, at a 
Time when we can fo ill ſpare them, and 
from a World wherein they are ſo neceſſary, 
as that they are calPd the Pillars, and the Sali 
of the Earth; and from a Nation and a City} 
wherein they are ſo few, and their Number, 
it is to be fear'd, diminiſhing every Day. We. 
1 know not how much we owe to good Men, (to uſe 
= the Words of the excellent Writer before quo 
ted) fir the lengthning out of our Tranquility, 
Their very being in the World may be a Means to 
fuſpend the "2; Anbar in which we might ot her-. 
wiſe be involved; and their Prayers and Inter. 
eſſions have certainly great Efficacy. Ever) 
time we ſee ſuch à Perſon it ſhould rejoice our 
Hearts: We may point to them, and ſay, There 
Zoes one of the Preſervers and 5 8 of the 
e Nation, if not F the World ; for when the Num. 
ber of the Elect is accompliſh'd, the reſt are not Wt 
to expect the common Favours of Day and Night, t 
Nimes «and Seaſons, Sun-ſhine and Rain, in all It. 
which the Wicked do now ſhare ; more for the 
ſake of the good Men that are among them than 
For their own : We ſhould therefore do nothing to 
| rieve them, or make thoſe Lives, that are ſo uſe. 
Ful to us, uncomfortable to themſelves, | 
What a Difference now is there between 
= the Death of a wicked, and of a righteous 
Man? When they die like them- 


— * —— —— — 
2424444 
- — 1 — 


— 
— 


9 


FF 
of Z Y. 3 


_— 
— 


ic „„ 


ÿl Y) 06 e . . 
1 Prov 1 12. ſelyes, The Wicked is driven away 
' * 4 * 5 8 | -— . 
| F 
5 > IDE. 


#1 his Wickeanejs, but the ene 


1 1 
9 = * 1. 1 
SST 2, af xe Ez 
4 by: » 3.3 - % - - * n — -4 
. * 9 


— 


+ vb * » Pl 
> J BP w . * 
2 g 

* 


n 3 
bath Hope in his Death. Hope of Mercy in 
that Day; Hope of Happineſs eternal; ah 


dF Hope that ſhall not, cannot, make them aſhn- 
7 —1 They cannot be diſappointed as to the 
Reality of the Objects, nor ſhall they, as to 
„iche Certainty of their Intereſt in them; for as 
r. to the Certainty and Reality of the things ho- 
2 _— for, can ſo many dying Witneſſes bear 
{MW Teſtimony to a Falſnood? Do not even the 


wicked themſelves join in with the Teſtimony 
ty, of the Righteous, at that time? and confeſs 
to the Vanity of this World, the Reality and Ex- 
1-8 cellence of the other? Unleſs they die inſenſi- 
u. ble like the Brute, or hardned as a Fool. Does 
„not the Faith of a dying Chriſtian, and the De- 


ur ſpair of an awaken'd Sinner, bear witneſs to 
re the fame thing? Can a righteous and good 


God enjoin the ſtricteſt Life, and Dying Faith, 
m. and encourage the nobleſt Expectations in 
zo: both, only to diſappoint both, and render the 
bt, Ibeſt of People the moſt unhappy, and make 
all thoſe who are moſt like himſelf the moſt miſe- 
Sable? No, this Faith in Death juſtifies the 
Conduct of their Life, that they are the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Men, by ſecuring the greateſt and 
Y beſt of Bleſſings; and at the ſame time it muſt 
be, as true, that the Unbehever, who never 


zen obtainꝭd the /ike precious Faith; and the Apo- 
us Mate, who has thrown it away, or made 


Shipwreck of it, theſe are in a very miſerable _ 
Condition. It remains that we get, and keep, 
and improye, this Faith, that performs ah 


” 8 er thin 118 beſt. Boidence 5 we can, that the 
Word of God is the Divine Teſtimony, Faith 
comes by. hearing i it, Hear, that your Souls may 

Faith is the Gift of God. Pray and wait 

g Dr Nb Gift, in the Uſe of all thoſe Means in 
Which God is wont to beſtow it, that unto 
vod it may be given, on the behalf of Chriſt, 

Hot only to believe, but alſo to die in the Faith. 

If it ſhould be ask d, But why not die i in Love 

"of God, or in the Tear of God, as well as in the 
Crs ? Are not theſe. eſſential to a Chriftian? 
S are not theſe dying Graces as well as Faith? 

ndoubtedly, theſe are eſſential to a Chriſtian, 
2hd as ſuch, the Love and Fear of God are often 
put for the Whole of Religion; and theſe are 

Aying Graces too, (i. e.) Graces that prepare 


us for, and accompany us in, dying; but he 
| that dies in the Faith dies in theſe of courſe ; 


Faith ſuppoſes all theſe, Faith cannot be true 
Without theſe, Faith is a kind of Foundation 
"To Life to all other Graces, and therefore ge- 
8 nerally ſtands foremoſt, and has the Hondur of 


being the juſtifying Grace; in the Nature of 
the thing, all the ſaving Influence of the other 


FE: - - World depends upon the firm Belief of it, there- 
; . re we walk by Faith, and not by Senſe, we 
| 1 WE, by. Faith, we fright the good Fight 0 

| 25 . we conquer by Faith, this is our 2 
gur Faith; in ſhort, we live by Faith, the 
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